This current issue of European child and adolescent psychiatry (ECAP) presents a substantial number of relevant publications. More specifically, two studies on psychopathology present results from Korea [11, 18] , one from Finland [19] and one from the Netherlands [20] . Over the years the methodological standards of studies published in ECAP have vastly improved, e.g., in sample size or by implementing a longitudinal design. The value of the latter as well as other methodological improvements has been highlighted by Sir Michael Rutter [16] in ECAP in his review ''Child and adolescent psychiatry: past scientific achievements and challenges for the future''. The present longitudinal study by Shin et al. [18] is a prime example of these aforementioned advancements. They conducted a baseline examination of parental ratings of 3,808 children aged 6.85 years using the Korean version of the child behavior checklist (K-CBCL). To identify the predictors of juvenile delinquent tendencies, they administered the Korean youth self-report (K-YSR) at the 6-to 8-year follow-up for at least 1,821 adolescents aged 13.75 years. This current issue also presents findings by Lee et al. [11] who investigated a large sample, i.e. a total of 4,899 Korean students aged 13-18 years by implementing several self-report forms of questionnaires to identify possible relationships between the Type D personality construct and other mental health measures. Type D personality is characterized by both normal and stable personality traits, negative affectivity (NA, the tendency to experience negative emotions), and social inhibition (SI, the tendency to inhibit expression of emotions). The authors concluded that the administered validated Korean version of the Type D Personality-14 scale (DS14) can be useful in a community mental health program designed for adolescents. Taking into consideration that validity and reliability of the DS14 have been verified in both European and Korean populations, this raises the question as to why the authors, as many others previously, did not conduct a cross-cultural study in an attempt to gain further insights regarding the Type D construct. This shortfall could be seen as a reflection of the small amount of available studies on crosscultural comparisons of psychopathology constructs. Nevertheless, exceptions can be found, also in this issue of ECAP. Veen et al. [21] compared mental health issues between incarcerated adolescents of Dutch and Moroccan origin. Their findings indicate that native Dutch adolescent offenders show higher levels of mental health problems than incarcerated adolescents with an ethnic minority (Moroccan) background. Meanwhile there exists an excellent basic list of steps to be taken to achieve valid assessment across cultures [15] .
In a previous editorial, Hoekstra [8] highlighted the need for a long-term perspective in child and adolescent psychiatry. The current issue, but also previous issues of recent years, has presented a large increase in longitudinal studies [1, 2, 5-7, 9, 22] .
In addition to the welcome international orientation, ECAP also serves as a platform for innovative topics and findings which at times may seem somewhat ''off the mainstream of research''. In their present work, de Bruin et al. [3] report that the existence of finger print discordance, as a possible marker of prenatal instability, was associated with the occurrence of formal thought disorder in girls. Similarly, unique topics have been the decreased serum cholesterol levels in child and adolescent psychiatric inpatients who attempted suicide [14] or the association between atopic conditions and mental health problems indicating that adolescents with atopic conditions are at risk for mental health problems [12] . The latter has gained increased attention over the past month [17] highlighting the growing interest in innovative ways of thinking and research to progress our understanding of the etiopathophysiology of mental disorders also with the hope to find new approaches for developing better treatment alternatives.
Finally, ECAP also regularly publishes articles dealing with important issues of daily clinical work in child and adolescent psychiatry. This pursues two main goals: first to inform about the actual base of knowledge and second to provide impetus for more research in those fields. In the present issue, McNicholas [13] reviews some of the main issues with regard to adherence, cost implications of suboptimal adherence and suggests future directions. Previous articles dealt with often discussed questions that were handled very differently across the clinical centers, e.g., cardiological problems in patients with anorexia nervosa at different stages of weight recovery [10] or the management of adverse effects of medication for ADHD [4] .
